
Draft minutes to be approved at the meeting 
to be held on Date Not Specified

GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

MONDAY, 9TH MAY, 2016

PRESENT: Councillor J Blake in the Chair

Councillors D Blackburn, R Charlwood, 
D Coupar (substitute for A Lowe), S Golton, 
G Latty, J Lewis, J Pryor, M Rafique, 
S Varley and L Yeadon

Apologies Councillors A Lowe and J Procter 

35 Appeals against refusal of inspection of documents 

There were no appeals against the refusal of inspection of documents.

36 Exempt Information - possible exclusion of the press and public 

There were no resolutions to exclude the public.

37 Late items 

No late items were submitted to the agenda for consideration.

38 Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary and Other Interests 

There were no declarations of interest.

39 Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Lowe and Councillor J 
Procter. Councillor Coupar attended as substitute for Councillor Lowe.

40 Minutes - 9th February 2016 

RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meeting held on 9th February 2016 be 
approved as a correct record.

41 Amendments to Council Procedure Rules 

 Further to minute 17 of the meeting held on 19th October 2015 the City 
Solicitor submitted a report presenting feedback from political groups on 
changes to the operation of Ordinary Council meetings that have been in 
operation for a trial period during this municipal year and seeking approval to 
the new arrangements which was set out at Appendix 1 to the report, with 
effect from the commencement of the new municipal year.
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In addition the report also proposed minor amendments to the substitute 
provisions for General Purposes Committee and Plans Panels , to provide 
clarification in respect of circumstances where suspension of procedure rules 
to introduce a motion will also permit the admittance of amendments to that 
motion and to the Officer Delegation Scheme (Council (non-executive) 
Functions) for the City Solicitor.

RESOLVED – 

a) To recommend that full Council approves the revised Council 
Procedure Rules as set out at Appendix 1.

b) To note the indicative timings for the consideration of business at 
ordinary meetings of full Council as set out at Appendix 2.

c) To recommend that full Council approves the amendment to the officer 
Delegation Scheme (Council (non-executive) Functions) to the City 
Solicitor as set out at Appendix 3. 

42 Plans Panels Terms of Reference 

The Chief Planning Officer submitted a report informing Members that the 
existing arrangements for the Plans Panels have been in place since 2012, 
when a new City Panel and two Area Panels- North & East and South & West 
were created.

Members noted that since then the workload of the Panels has fluctuated, 
with often an imbalance of workloads between the three Panels and a heavy 
agenda for the City Panel, which deals with city centre applications as well as 
a range of applications of strategic importance.

A review of the terms of reference of the City Panel has recently been carried 
out in a bid to readdress the workload issues and to refocus the work of the 
City Panel and the Area Panels, placing applications before the most 
appropriate Plans Panel for consideration.

Members noted that the review had been carried out by the Joint, cross party, 
Member-Officer Working Group, a, which has made a number of proposed 
changes to the City Panels terms of reference. 

To make changes to the size, scale and type of items going before the City 
Panel, requires changes to the terms of reference contained within the 
Council’s Constitution.  

RESOLVED – That the proposed changes to the City Panel terms of 
reference be recommended to full Council for approval.


